Mechanistic stratification of antineuralgic agents.
Current treatment options in neuropathic pain include antidepressants, antiepileptics, antiarrhythmics, and analgesics. However, stratification of treatments based on their original therapeutic class is inadequate, as drugs belonging to a particular class may have distinct antineuralgic modes of action. It is therefore useful to review the mechanisms of action of these drugs and determine which of these mechanisms is most likely responsible for the drugs' efficacy in the symptomatic treatment of neuropathic pain. Switching from the traditional therapeutic class stratification to one based on putative antineuralgic mechanisms of action will allow more rational selection of therapies, and aid evaluation of the additive or synergistic effects of drugs when used in combination.